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Intimate relationships and families
Reflection on the family
Families are essential in the growth and development of children. A child is born and brought up in a family setting and thus forms the initial environment for learning of the child. Enabling environments enable quick learning of the child while poor environments hinder learning (Papalia et al. 2009). My mom is always busy, and therefore I grew up under the care of my grandmother. When even mom went for a job, she would leave my grandmother to take care of me, and thus I had excellent relations with my mother and grandmother. I have never seen my father nor heard anything about him throughout my life, and therefore, mom and grandmother are the only parents I know. Mom is always busy, but she finds time to be with her children. These two women have a significant impact on my life and have influenced my personality. My mother will always have time to take a look after her children out of her busy schedule. Although she does not spend most of her time with them, she creates memorable moments for the children. To her, family is essential, and the love for her family is unlimited. This has made me have great care for my siblings. Also, I have learned from her that family exceeds all other aspects of life and should be taken care of. Like my mother, my grandmother is a hard-working woman, and I learned from the two women that handwork and love create a strong family. As such, I always envy them and work hard to be like them. 
Details of family members
I have known my grandmother and my mother as the family pillars I have in my entire life. Mother is a black American with a black complexity on her skin. Although my mother has a black complexity, my skin color is different, suggesting that my father might be white. She has black hair and a curvy body structure that makes her beautiful and attractive to many. I have witnessed many men approach her, but she turns them off, which indicates a strong woman who believes in her principles. Although she is from a low-income family, she does not want anybody to take advantage of her status or manipulate her family. She has a habit of sting alone for an extended period, especially during her leisure time. When we interrupt, she is constantly annoyed, and thus we find ourselves apologizing. Just like my mom, my grandmother has a black complexity and strong principles. As such, my mother might have inherited such principles from her mother. The two women are hard-working. They always try their level best to make their family better. I am always amazed when is find my grandmother in the fields cultivating, and I cannot understand how she makes it with her old age. When I go home, they are pretty happy and always wish I stay with them at home. Invariably, they want me by their side, and even they argue on who I should follow or remain with. My grandmother is a bit stubborn, and thus all-time my mother has to accept defeat and leave. So, most of the time I spend with my grandmother, and she is always funny, telling stories about her young age. This interaction creates a single-parent relationship and caregiver relation (DeGenova 2011). 
Stories about our relationship
I remember one day while we are walking to our farm with my grandmother. We had padded for a while, and then she started singing. I could not understand the song's words as she only murmured, but from the tone, the song was an old one and online known to a few. I tried to listen and understand the words of the song but in vain. She continued singing for some minutes, and thus, I asked her what the name of the song was. To my surprise, she only knew the words of the song. The only thing she remembered was that she heard the song when she was a little girl, and the song stuck to her mind over the years. On arrival on the farm, she watched cultivate and told me that people are helpless. To her, modern society has been over-emphasized, and thus children cannot work for themselves. They only learn to work in offices while leaving the manual work to the older adults. We spend the day on the farm, and I was amazed f her. She worked tirelessly, yet I was tired after only two hours. After work, we went home, and I was eager to know the song grandmother was singing (Pew Research Center 2015).  So when mom arrived, I asked her if she knew the song. I only imitated the tone of the song to mom to try and see if she knows it. It was a surprise mom did not know the song even after grandmother sung it to her. Since then, I always wish to stay with her and listen to her singing.
Culture and family traditions
Being black, we practice a blend of the culture of West Africans and Europeans. This is inherited from our ancestral parents in American who developed the culture. The culture of African Americans treats the environment with respect, and thus you cannot be surprised when my grandmother is annoyed when she when one interferes with it (Zuo 2017). Also, the culture of African Americans allows the people to welcome visitors and assist the poor in society. Although our family is not a rich one, it has become a tradition of our family to help the needy children in the community. We give them food and sometimes clothes if we can afford some.  At the end of every year, we hold a family gathering to discuss the way forward for the next year and achieve our goals. As such, it has been a tradition for over the years of my life. Also, my mother has made it a family tradition to have a picnic once a year. She always says it is our responsibility to make ourselves happy and not expect others to make us happy. Cooperation and assisting each other have been the foundation of the great relationship in the family. 
Work and education expectations
In my entire life that I have known my family, none of the members has formal employment. My mom, the breadwinner in the family, only works as a casual laborer in the new farms. All her payments are channeled to food and a small reminder to education. This has made the family remain poor as the little my mother has is used up and nothing for investment. We all live in a small house with only chairs and a bed in it. My mother has little education. She only acquired elementary education that enables her to read and write. As such, she cannot obtain a meaningful job as she does not have the skills to do the jobs (Blau et al., 2017). One day when I was cleaning the house, I met her primary school certificate, and she had acquired a good grade. In the evening, I asked when she could not continue with her education, but my grandmother answered and told me she could not raise enough money to take to secondary school. From the experience I have, she might have been a bright student from how she handles matters in the family and the neighbors. My grandmother is illiterate, and as such, I am the only one who has managed to learn to a higher level with the dedication of the mother and grandmother.  They see me as the savior of the family after I complete my student. They always pray for the best that I acquire employment immediately after schooling and thus lift their life. My education is the determinant for a bright future in our family. 
Religion and passion
Through our life as a family, we major in ensuring good health for everyone in the family. This is what has kept my grandmother robust, active, and healthy for so long despite his age. Every morning we go jogging as a family to ensure body fitness and thus improve health. Also, it is our passion to improve the lives of others, although we are lacking. To me, learning is a great passion. I am determined to learn and achieve high grades that will enable me to acquire better life and improve the living standards of my family. Also, I am considering pursuing my career to a higher level and thus become a prominent person (Nettles-Barcelón et al., 2015). Also, it is my passion to maintain significant relationships in my family and ensure everybody is happy, and I do not disappoint my parents, who have invested so much in my education.  
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